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Poultry Science, Chicken Culture: A Partial Alphabet, Susan Merrill Squier, MA '75, PhD '77; Rutgers U. Press, $39.95.
A Penn State professor of English and women's studies, Squier keeps backyard chickens. In nine eclectic and surprising chapters (arranged from A for Augury to I for Inauguration), she uses the lens of domestic fowl to examine such topics as reproductive medicine, pandemics, electoral discourse, gendered labor and media representations of disability. In its free range, insights and wit, such scholarship is rare as hen's teeth.
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